ROSCOMMOX-----ROSEMARY.

ruins of an abbey founded in 1257, and of a
fine castle of about the same date. It gives
the title of earl to the Billon family. Pop.
1994.

Roscommon, WENTWOBTH DiLLOif,
FOURTH EABL OP, English minor poet, born
1033, died 16*5. He was a favourite at the
court of Charles II. His chief poems are
Essay on Translated Verse, a translation of
Horace's Art of Poetry, and some smaller
pieces. He has been called the only moral
writer of the reign of Charles IL

Roscrea (ros-kra/), a market town of Ire-
land, in the county of Tipperary, 95 miles
s.w. of Dublin, contains the ruins of two
castles and an abbey, and a well-preserved
round tower 80 feet high. Pop. 2568.

Rose, the beautiful and fragrant flower
which has given name to the large natural
order Rosaceae, seems to be confined to the
cooler parts of the northern hemisphere.
The species are numerous, and are extremely
difficult to distinguish. They are prickly
shrubs, with pinnate leaves, provided with
stipules at their base; the flowers are very
large and showy; the calyx contracts towards
the top, where it divides into five lanceo-
late segments; the corolla has five petals,
and the stamens are numerous; the seeds are
numerous, covered with a sort of down, and
are attached to the interior of the tube of
the calyx, which, after flowering, takes the
form of a fleshy globular or ovoid berry.
The rose is easily cultivated, and its varieties
are almost endless. There are about twenty
species of rose natives of Britain, common
examples being the dog-rose (Rosa canina),
Scotch rose (72. spino&issima), sweet-brier or
eglantine (R. rubiginosa], &c. In the natu-
ral state the flowers are single, but double
varieties, such as the damask rose (R. dama-
scena), Provence rose (R. centifdia.), and
musk-rose (R. mosehata) were introduced
into Britain 300 years ago. Upwards of
1000 named varieties of rose are now re-
corded, and the number is being constantly
increased. In some countries roses are ex-
tensively cultivated for iihe manufacture of
rose-water, attar of roses, &c.

Rose, a disease.   See Erysipelas.

Rose Acacia (Robinia hisjpida, natural
order Leguminosae), a highly ornamental
flowering shrub inhabiting the southern
parts of the AUeghany Mountains, and now
frequently seen in gardens in Europe. It
is a species of locust; the flowers are large,
rose-coloured, and inodorous; the pods are
glandular-hispid. See Locust.
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Rose-apple, or MALABAB PLUM, a tree of
the genus Eugenia, the E* Jambos, belong-
ing to the natural order Myrtacese. It is a
branching tree, a native of the East Indies.
The fruit is about the size of a hen's egg,
is rose-scented, and has the flavour of "an
apricot.
Roseau (ro-zo), the capital of the island
of Dominica (which see).
Rose-bay, the name of several plants; as,
(a)  the Neriuiii Oleander.    See Oleander.
(b) The dwarf rose-bay, a plant of the genus
Rhododendron,  having handsome flowers.
(c)  Epilobium anyu&tifolium, or French wil-
low.   See Epilobium.
Rosebery, ABCHIBALD PHILIP PRIMROSE,
EARL OP, born in 1847, was educated at Eton
and Oxford, and succeeded his grandfather
in 1S6S. He is an advanced Liberal in
politics, and a ready and effective speaker.
He was undersecretary at the home office
from 1S81 to 1883, lord privy seal and
first commissioner of works 18S5, and next
year held the secretaryship of foreign affairs
till the fall of the Gladstone government.
In 1S7S he was elected lord-rector of Aber-
deen University, and in 1SS1 of Edinburgh
University. He has been twice chairman
of the London County Council. In 1892-94
he was secretary for foreign affairs under
Mr. Gladstone, and in 1894-95 he was
himself Prime Minister. He has advocated
the reform of the House of Lords, and is
much interested in the questions of imperial
federation and the social condition of the
masses. In 1S7S he married Hannah,
daughter of Baron Mayer de Rothschild,
but lost his wife in 1890. He is author of
an excellent work on Pitt.
Rose-camphor, one of the two volatile
oils composing attar of roses. It is a stear-
optene, and is solid.
Rose-campion, a British plant (Lychnis
coronaria) belonging to the pink family.
Rose-chafer, or RUSE-BEETLE (Cetonia,
aurata), a beetle included in the tribe of
LamelHcornia, which frequents roses, feed-
ing on the honey they contain. The rose-
chafer or rose-bug of the ^United States is
the Maerodactylus subspinosus, a smaller
coleopterous insect destructive to roses and
other plants.
Rosemary (Romarinu* officinal**), a
shrubby aromatic plant (natural order La-
biatse), a native of S. Europe. It has but
two stamens; the leaves dark green, with a
white under surface; the flowers are pale
blue. At one time of considerable repute